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E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR CG, FR MO MOPS AEMR 

SUBJECT: SHABA INVASION: FRANCE AGREES TO PROVIDE 
AIRLIFT SUPPORT TO MOROCCAN TROOP INVOLVEMENT IN 
ZAIRE. 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

FRENCH PRESIDENCY ANNOUNCED APRIL 10 THAT GOF HAS 
AGREED TO PROVIDE AIRLIFT SUPPORT TO MOVEMENT OF 
MOROCCAN TROOPS TO ZAIRE. OPERATION BEGAN EVENING 
APRIL 9 AND IS CONTINUING. SEVERAL FRENCH AIR TRANSPORT 
COMMAND TRANSACT. AIRCRAFT AND SINGLE DC-8 ARE OPERATING 
BETWEEN RABAT AND KINSHASA. 
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2. ANNOUNCEMENT EMPHASIZED THAT AIRLIFT SUPPORT IS 
BEING PROVIDED AT REQUEST OF MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT WITH 
WHICH GOF HAS MILITARY ACCORDS, AND AT REQUEST OF 
ZAIRE GOVERNMENT WHICH IS ATTEMPTING TO DEFEAT 
ARMED SUBVERSIVE ATTACK ON SHABA PROVINCE FROM 
EXTERNAL SOURCES. ANNOUNCEMENT ALSO EMPHASIZED 
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THAT FRENCH SUPPORT LIMITED TO AIRLIFT, AND WILL NOT 
INVOLVE FRENCH COMBAT FORCES. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

3. PRESIDENTIAL ANNOUNCEMENT CAREFULLY PHRASED TO 
COMPROMISE TWO CONFLICTING PRESSURES. DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL PRESSURE IS OPPOSED TO INVOLVEMENT OF 
FRENCH COMBAT FORCES IN AREA WHERE FRENCH STRATEGIC 
INTERESTS ARE NOT DIRECTLY APPARENT. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, PRESSURE FROM MODERATE AFRICAN FRANCOPHONES 
IS FOR FRANCE TO DEMONSTRATE SUPPORT FOR MOBUTU TO 
COUNTER PSYCHOLOGICAL MOMENTUM FAVORING CUBAN 
ACTIVITIES. THIS ELEMENT VERY IMPORTANT TO GISCARD 
WHO WILL BE MEETING FRANCOPHONE AFRICAN CHIEFS OF 
STATE IN DAKAR AT THE END OF THIS MONTH. SO FAR. LOCAL 
PRESS REACTION DURING HOLIDAY WEEKEND HAS BEEN 
UNPOLEMICAL AND EVEN SLIGHTLY FAVORABLE TOWARD GOF 
ACTION. SINGLE HARSH NOTE HAS BEEN RADIO AND TV 
ANALYSIS THAT MOBUTU FIRST REQUESTED ASSISTANCE FROM 
OLD FRIEND USG, AND TURNED TO FRANCE ONLY WHEN IT 
BECAME APPARENT THAT USG COULD NOT DELIVER. 

GAMMON 
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